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BACKGROUND

The 1990 census indicates that one of every four persons in North Carolina is a member of a minority group.

Among approximately 1.62 million minority persons, Blacks constitute the largest minority (about 22% of the total

population), withAmerican Indians a distant second (1 .2%). The large Black population makes North Carolina one of

only seven states inwhich Blacks constitute more than one-fifth ofthe population. Only six states had a highernumber

ofBlacksinl990. The state'slargeIndianpopulation, who are concentrated in specific areas ofthe state, ranks the state

fifth in the number ofAmerican Indians. The Hispanic and Asian populations, which are growing in North Carolina,

comprise 1.2 and 0.8 percent respectively ofthe total. However, these populations are small relative to the nationwide

percentages—nine and three percent respectively.

While analyses by race (White and minority) have been included inmany ofthe standard and special publications/

studies by the State Center, only limited analyses have focused on a specific racial group. In 1979, 1982 and again in

1985,
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the State Center, atthe requestof theNorth Carolina Qonrrussionofrndian Affairs, cx»nducted special analyses

on the health status of American Indians in North Carolina. These studies focused primarily on population

characteristics, natality and infant mortality, induced abortions, mortality and communicable diseases.

In 1987, the State Center undertook an analysis of the health of minorities in North Carolina.4 Highlighting the

disproportionateillnessandc£athbemgexrjeriencedbymirK)ritiesandhowthiso!isr^

in the past decade, that study led to creation of a Minority Health Task Force within the Department ofEnvironment,

Health, and Natural Resources. The work ofthe TaskForce then contributed to the formation of the Minority Health

Center, a private agency focused on improving the health and health care of minorities in North Carolina through

advocacy, research, project demonstration, and technical assistance.
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